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Newsletter  no.  71 


September  1986 
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9:45-10:00 


10:00-11:30 


Published  quarterly  in  September,  December,  March  and  June.  Address  all 
correspondence  concerning  editorial  matters  to  Dawn  Thistle,  Editor,  c/o  Music 
Library,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  1  College  St.,  Worcester,  MA  01610. 
Inquiries  concerning  subscription  and  membership  should  be  addressed  to  Tish 
Brennan,  Secretary-Treasurer,  408  Benefit  St.,  Providence,  RI  02903. 
Institutional  subscription:  $5.00.  Free  to  members.  Regular  Personal 
Membership:  $4.00.  Student  and  Retired  Membership:  $2.50.  Membership  year 
runs  September  to  August. 

***FALL  MEETING*** 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 
Cambridge,  MA 
Saturday,  October  25,  1986 

Registration  and  coffee 

Edna  Kuhn  Loeb  Music  Library,  Music  Building 

Welcoming  Remarks 

Michael  Ochs,  Librarian,  Edna  Kuhn  Loeb  Music  Library 

Music  at  Harvard 

"A  history  of  music  at  Harvard" 

Elliot  Forbes,  Fanny  Peabody  Professor  of  Music, 

Emeritus,  Harvard  University 
"Using  Harvard's  musical  resources  as  a  researcher" 

Eileen  Southern,  Professor  of  Afro-American  Studies 

and  Music 

Retrospective  conversion  of  music  materials:  a  status 
report  on  the  joint  NELINET  Music  Users  Group/NEMLA  survey 
Dawn  Thistle,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross 

Lunch 

On  your  own  in  Harvard  Square:  a  list  of  suggested 
restaurants,  with  prices,  will  be  provided  at  the  meeting 

Admission  to  the  Harvard  Museums — the  Fogg,  the  Busch- 
Reisinger  and  the  Sacckler — will  be  free  if  you  are  wearing 
your  NEMLA  registration  badge. 

RISM  project  at  Harvard 

John  Howard,  Harvard  University 

Tours  of  the  Edna  Kuhn  Loeb  Library,  and  the  Isham  Memorial 
Library 
Michael  Ochs,  John  Howard  and  Holly  Mockavak,  Harvard 
University 

Sherry  Hour 
Isham  Library 

Courtesy  of  THE  MUSIC  BOX,  WELLESLEY,  MASSACHUSETTS 

***** 

The  New  England  Chapter  of  the-Music  Library  Association  would  like  to  express 
its  appreciation  to  Harvard  University  for  hosting  this  meeting.  We  would  also 
like   to   thank   The  Music  Box   for    sponsoring   the   sherry  hour. 


11:30-12:00 


12:00-    2:00 


2:00-    3:00 


3:00 


3:00-    4:00 


sfeSfefe 


***DIRECTIONS  FOR  GETTING  TO  HARVARD  SQUARE*** 

Driving;  Take  the  Mass.  Turnpike  (1-90)  to  the  Cambridge  Exit.  Get  off, 
cross  the  Charles  River,  and  turn  left  immediately  onto  Memorial  Drive.  At  the 
next  bridge  (Anderson),  turn  right  onto  Kennedy  Street  and  proceed  to  Harvard 
Square.  Driving  through  the  square,  Kennedy  Street  merges  with  Massachusetts 
Avenue . 

Above  the  square,  turn  right  on  Everett  Street,  then  take  the  next  right 
(Oxford  Street).  Oxford  Street  is  a  two-way  street.  Take  the  access  road  off 
Oxford  between  Perkins  Hall  and  the  Aiken  Computation  Lab.  The  access  road  then 
winds  around  behind  buildings  and  follows  the  green  lawn  in  front  of  Law  School 
library  (Littauer  Library).   Park  in  this  lot. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  post  the  announcement  that  you  are  attending  the  NEMLA 
meeting  (on  the  last  page  of  the  Newsletter)  in  your  window.  Parking  will  be 
f  ree . 

From  Logan  Airport :  By  taxi:  15  minutes,  $12-$15.  By  subway:  30-45 
minutes,  $.60  (tokens  required).  To  take  subway  from  Logan,  1.  Take  shuttle 
bus  to  AIRPORT  subway  (BLUE  LINE).  2.  Take  subway  to  GOVERNMENT  CENTER  (4 
stops).  3.  Take  GREEN  LINE  subway  to  PARK  STREET  (1  stop).  4.  Catch  RED  LINE 
subway  to  Cambridge  HARVARD  SQUARE  (4  stops)* 

From  Railroad  &  Trailways  Bus:  Take  RED  LINE  subway  from  SOUTH  STATION  to 
HARVARD  SQUARE  (6  stops).* 

From  Greyhound  Bus:  Walk  to  ARLINGTON  subway  station.  Take  GREEN  LINE 
subway  to  PARK  STREET  (2  stops),  then  the  RED  LINE  subway  to  HARVARD  SQUARE  (4 
stops) * 

*Walk  through  Harvard  Yard  and  past  the  Science  Center  to  the  Loeb  Music 
Library. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 
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~FALL  MEETING 
NOTES 

Our  Harvard  meeting  promises  to  be 
very  stimulating,  giving  us  the 
opportunity  to  learn  about  Harvard's 
wealth  of  musical  resources  as  well  as  the 
opportunity    to   prowl   Cambridge   a   bit. 

As  noted  in  the  agenda,  there  will 
not  be  a  catered  luncheon.  At 
registration  you  will  be  given  a  list  of 
suggested  restaurants  in  and  around 
Harvard  Square.  Please  be  aware  that  our 
afternoon  session  will  begin  at  2:00  back 
at    the   Loeb  Music   Library. 

A  registration  form  (and  parking 
pass)  can  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
Newsletter.  Please  return  the 
registration  form  to  Tish  Brennan, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  by  October  10th. 
Late    registrants,   however,   are  welcome! 

We  thank  Paula  Matthews,  Program 
Chair,  and  our  host,  Michael  Ochs,  for 
their    work    in   planning    this   meeting. 


MEMBERS    NOTE : " " ' 
MEMBERSHIP    RENEWAL 


It's  time  to  renew 
your  membership  in 
NEMLA!  To  continue  to 
receive  this  Newsletter 
in  1987,  renew  now. 
Please  submit  the  form 
on  the  last  page  with 
your  dues  to  Tish 
Brennan,  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


~HOT  LIBRARY  TOPICS 

There  are  still  some  copies  available 
of  the  texts  from  the  "Hot  Library  Topics" 
papers  given  at  our  Spring  1986  meeting  at 
Smith  College.  Please  write  to  Dawn 
Thistle,  Music  Library,  Holy  Cross 
College,  1  College  St.,  Worcester,  MA 
01610,  and  a  set  will  be  mailed  to  you, 
free  of  charge--  compliments  of  the 
Chapter! 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Music  Library  Association  is  now 
accepting  applications  for  the  second 
WALTER  GERBOTH  AWARD,  in  the  amount  of 
$200,  in  memory  of  the  esteemed  professor 
of  music  and  former  music  librarian  who 
died  in  1984.  Eligible  are  members  of  the 
Association  who  are  music  librarians  in 
the  first  five  years  of  their  professional 
career,  seeking  assistance  for  a  research 
project  in  progress  whose  focus  is  music 
bibliography  or  librarianship.  It  is 
desirable  but  not  required  that  the 
research   be  destined   for   publication. 

An  application  should  be  accompanied 
by  two  letters  of  support,  one  for  the 
person  and  one  for  the  project,  and  should 
include  a  vita  as  well  as  names  of  further 
references  who  might  be  consulted.  It 
should  describe  the  project  and  its 
significance,  and  show  the  total  budget, 
specifying  the  amount  requested  from  the 
Association,  sources  of  other  funds  if 
any,  and  the  purpose  of  the  funds 
requested.  No  funds  will  be  awarded  for 
capital  purchases.  Applications  should  be 
submitted  by  January  1,  1987,  to  Gerboth 
Award,  Sibley  Music  Library,  Eastman 
School  of  Music,  26  Gibbs  St.,  Rochester, 
NY    14604. 

M.W.  Davidson 
Sibley  Music  Library 
Eastman  School  of  Music 
26  Gibbs  St. 
Rochester,  NY  14604 


716-275-3046 
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"NELINET    MUSIC    USERS 
GROUP    MEETING 

On  May  9,  1986,  the  NELINET  Music 
Users  Group  met  at  Trinity  College  in 
Hartford,  CT.  "Issues  in  Retrospective 
Conversion  and  Online  Systems"  was  the 
meeting  theme.  After  welcoming  remarks  by 
Jane  Willits,  Head  of  Technical  Services, 
and  a  short  description  of  the  Music  CCLC 
Users  Group  annual  meeting  in  February 
[see  NEMLA  Newsletter  no.  70  for  detailed 
reports],  Robert  Cunningham  (NELINET) 
began    the    formal    part   of    the   program. 

In  a  brief  update  on  news  from 
NELINET  and  OCLC,  he  urged  all  present  to 
update  level-K  records  and  earn  $1.39  for 
our  libraries.  OCLC  is  working  on 
reference  applications  of  CD-ROM 
technology,  and  CJK  terminals  are  now 
available . 

The    Oxford    Project    is    in    the 
programming  stage  of  Phase  1,  which  should 
be    up    and    running    sometime    in    1987. 
Features  of  Oxford  mentioned  by  Cunningham 
include: 

Subject    and   Boolean   searching 

Additional   qualifiers 

Menus   for   novice    (or   other!) 

users 
Full    screen   editing 
More    specific   error   messages 
No    search    retrieval    size   limits 
Automatic   heading   verification 
Scrolling   capability    for    SAVE 
files 
The  Advanced  Communication  Processor    (ACP) 
requires  an  altered  M300  terminal  as   the 
main   terminal   for  a  given  location.      Any 
CRT   will   be  able   to  be  used  with   it   in  a 
star    configuration.       1991    will   be    the 
cut-off    date    for  maintenance  of   100  and 
105  model  OCLC   terminals.     A  demonstration 
disc   of   Oxford   will    be    sent    to   member 
libraries    soon. 

Cunningham  spoke  next  about 
retrospective  conversion  options  at 
NELINET.  NELINET  no  longer  does  recon 
projects  (such  as  the  one  done  for  Hartt 
School  of  Music  two  years  ago) .  However, 
two  OCLC  options  are  available  through 
NELINET: 


RETROCON  involves  sending  shelflist 
cards  to  OCLC  to  be  converted  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $1  per  record.  This  price, 
of  course,  is  dependent  upon  the 
requirements  and  specifications  given  to 
OCLC  by  the  individual  institution.  Each 
project  is  customised.  New  records  will 
be   input   at    level-K. 

MICROCON  involves  local  inputting  of 
OCLC  search  keys  on  diskettes  with  the 
M300,  then  sending  the  diskettes  to  OCLC 
for  actual  conversion.  The  cost  of  this 
service  can  be  approximately  $.38  per 
record.  It  is  very  fast  and  boasts  a  65% 
hit  rate  on  the  first  pass.  MICROCON  is 
only  available  to  institutions  converting 
at  least  20,000  titles,  but  these 
institutions  are  loaned  M300s  and  floppy 
discs  at  no  charge.  The  use  of  an  IBM-PC 
compatible   terminal   is  also  a  possibility. 

In  the  event  that  your  search  key 
retrieves  multiple  records,  OCLC  will  send 
lists  of  2-10  hits  to  choose  from,  or 
inform  you  of  more  than  10  hits. 
Institutions  using  MICROCON  include 
Harvard,   Vermont  State  and  Regis  College. 

Ross  Wood  (Wellesley)  next  considered 
"Retrospective  conversion:  in-house  or 
vendor-supplied?"  His  first  rule  of  thumb 
was  "Know  thy  shelflist."  He  suggested 
taking  a  sample  of  1000  cards  to  find  the 
percentage  needing  conversion,  requiring 
NEW  input,  requiring  local  copy 
information,  requiring  changes,  etc.  Note 
how  the  shelflist  compares  with  online 
records:       is    it    better    or   worse? 

Calculate  a_ll  costs,  including 
salaries.  He  stressed  the  necessity  of 
getting  music  into  an  online  union 
catalog.  Don' t  wait  until  later!  Wood's 
calculations  for  Wellesley  indicated  that 
vendor  conversion  would  be  cheaper  than 
in-house  conversion,  and  he  decided  to  go 
with  OCLC.  His  OCLC  hit-rates  were: 
sound  recordings — 87%,  Dewey  scores — 81%, 
and  LC  scores — 93%. 

Once  having  decided  upon  vendor 
conversion,  you  should  get  as  much  as 
possible  into  the  wr  itten  contract, 
including  agreements  regarding  moving  028 
data  from  500  or  262  fields,  or  AACR2 
updates. 
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Other  tips  included:  find  out  who 
the  staff  member  is  who  is  running  your 
project,  and  stay  in  touch;  get  printouts 
of  samples  of  their  work;  and  try  to  do  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  first  pass 
(prepare  for  conversion  by  weeding  and 
upgrading  minimal  shelflist  cards  before 
sending    to   the   vendor). 

Frank  Gramenz  then  spoke  about  Boston 
University's  conversion  project,  which  was 
accomplished  through  OCLC  between  January 
1982  and  December  1983  at  a  cost  of 
$272,000.  Only  5%  of  the  shelflist  was 
returned  as  "problems";  31,000  music 
titles  were  converted.  He  feels  that, 
because  of  the  number  of  DLC  and 
AACR2-upgraded  records  in  the  database, 
the  quality  of  the  records  converted  was 
improved.  Ninety-nine  percent  of  music 
materials   are    in  machine-readable  form. 

He  listed  BU's  matching  and  editing 
criteria,  then  talked  about  problem 
records.  Music  problems  were  a  much 
greater  percentage  than  the  5%  estimate 
for  the  entire  project.  He  said  that 
20-80%  of  the  catalogers'  time  during  the 
project  period  was  spent  in  problem 
resolution. 

With  the  completion  of  the 
retrospective  conversion  project,  BU  is 
now   going   online  with  a  Carlyle  system. 

After  lunch,  during  which  we  were 
able  to  visit  the  Slide  &  Record  Library, 
Joseph  Scott  (University  of  Connecticut) 
described  "Recon  at  UCONN:  how  to 
do-it-yourself  on  limited  resources".  At 
UCONN,  conversion  was  a  necessity  due  to 
the  implementation  of  a  GEAC  system  and 
the  deterioration  of  an  IBM  punch  card 
circulation  system.  Along  with  the  recon 
project  a  large  number  of  scores  classed 
in   Dewey   were    reclassified. 

To  accomplish  conversion,  students 
worked  during  evening  hours.  Scott  also 
used  the  Cataloging  Micro-Enhancer  for 
some  scores  and  sound  recordings.  The 
CAT-ME  hit  rate  was  85%  for  scores  and 
90+%  for  recordings.  He  noted,  however, 
that  CAT-ME  cannot  download  information 
retrieved  as  multiple  hits  for  a  given 
search. 


Sound  recordings  were  pre-searched, 
allowing  a  conversion  rate  of  10  per  hour. 
Students  did  all  editing  except  for  240 
and  7xx  fields.  Scott's  concluding 
warning  was  that  we  should  plan  for 
inventory  problems  that  might  be 
encountered  during   the  conversion  process. 

Ivy  Anderson  next  explained  how  recon 
had  been  approached  at  Brandeis.  The 
Creative  Arts  Section  had  used  10  students 
for  10  hours  per  week  with  part-time 
professional  coordinators  working  on  two 
OCLC  terminals  with  three  additional 
terminals  on  a  lease-to-buy  arrangement. 
At  peak  production,  8,000  records  were 
converted   per   month. 

Difficulties  encountered  included  no 
analytics  or  added  entries  on  shelflist 
cards  and  many  missing  uniform  titles. 
Students  photocopied  analytics  from  the 
public  catalog  for  sets  classed  in  Ml  and 
M2  to  be  added  to  the  shelflist.  In 
sampling  the  shelflist  a  65-70%  hit-rate 
was  achieved.  Brandeis'  editing 
requirements  were  quite  extensive;  7-15 
titles  were  converted  per  hour  at  a  cost 
of   $.82  per    record. 

In  looking  back,  Anderson  feels  that 
students  are  not  careful  enough.  The  GEAC 
system  records  turned  up  15  different 
Mozart  headings  and  9  different 
Beethovens!  She  also  stated  that  AACR2 
updating  for  headings  and  uniform  titles 
is  probably  easier  to  accomplish  through 
tape  processing  than  during  conversion, 
and  suggested  systematizing  the  approach 
to  different  parts  of  the  shelflist. 
Lastly,  she  warned  that  local  holdings 
should  be  added  now,  not  later,  to  enable 
the   generation  of   intelligent  barcodes. 

The  last  speaker  was  Patricia  Kiser 
(Trinity).  Trinity  is  essentially 
finished  with  the  retrospective  conversion 
of  over  7000  music  materials.  It  was 
accomplished  with  the  help  of  a  3-year 
grant  position.  Currently  Trinity  is 
working  with  Connecticut  College  for  an 
online  system,  and  music  catalogers  are 
being  asked  for  suggestions  as  to  indexing 
requirements. 
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In  researching  different  online 
systems  Kiser  was  able  to  test  the  Carlyle 
system  at  the  New  York  Public  Library. 
She  said  that  users  of  all  age  groups 
seemed  to  like  using  the  online  catalog, 
thanks  to  many  help  screen  displays. 
Primary  indexes  for  the  system  are  author, 
title,  subject  and  numbers  such  as  LCCN, 
ISBN,  etc.  "FIND"  commands  can  be 
limited,  and  searches  can  incorporate 
Boolean  operators  or  truncation  (but  not 
both    simultaneously). 

Problems  with  the  system  include 
difficulty  in  searching  form-based  or 
generic  uniform  titles  and  its  inability 
to  subfile  search  results  in  alphabetical 
order.  Kiser  closed  her  talk  with  the 
suggestion  that  [GMD]s  be  included  in 
brief  display  formats  when  you  design  your 
local    systems. 

Following  the  speakers,  there  was  a 
short  business  meeting  conducted  by  Dawn 
Thistle  (Holy  Cross),  Coordinator. 
Thistle  described  the  survey  on  New 
England  retrospective  conversion  projects 
which  is  being  sponsored  jointly  by 
NELINET  Music  Users  Group  and  NEMLA.  She 
passed  out  copies  of  the  first  draft  of 
the  survey  and  solicited  comments  and 
suggestions  from  the  membership.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  sort  of  directory  of 
recon/automation  projects  for  New  England 
will    result    from   this    survey. 

Next  Thistle  asked  the  group  whether 
the  MUG  should  undertake  another  project 
along  the  lines  of  the  Vivaldi  Project. 
While  there  was  no  consensus,  Haydn  and 
Russian  uniform  titles  were  suggested  as 
areas   needing   similar   treatment. 

The    day    concluded   with    tours   of 
Watkinson   Library   conducted  by  Trinity 
staff   members. 
Dawn   Thistle    (Holy   Cross) 


~      RECON    SURVEY       ~ 

As   mentioned   in  the  report,   above, 
you  have  all   by  now  received  a  copy  of  the 
Retrospective   Conversion  in  New  England 
Music  Collections  survey.     If  you  have  not 
already  filled  it  out  and  returned  it  to 
NELINET,    I   urge  you  to  do  so  now,    for  two 
reasons:      1.      I'm  scheduled   to  give  a 
short  report  on  the  results  at  the  October 
NEMLA  meeting!,   but  more  importantly,   2. 
A  compilation  of  the  information  supplied 
to  us  could  help  many  of  our  colleagues  in 
planning   and   undergoing    retrospective 
conversion  and/or  automation.     If  you  have 
any  questions  or  problems  with  filling  out 
the   survey,   please  give  me  a  call:      Dawn 
Thistle,    Holy   Cross   Music   Library, 
617-793-2295. 
JO?) 
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'    PEOPLE  IN  THE  ~~ 
NEWS 

ETHEL  BACON  would  like  to  announce 
her  retirement,  beginning  July  1987.  She 
became  Music  Librarian  at  Hartt  School  of 
Music  in  1960  and  has  been  active  in  the 
Chapter  since  that  time.  During  her 
tenure  at  Hartt  her  collection  grew  from 
18,000  to  55,000  volumes,  all  of  which 
will  soon  be  moved  into  a  new  library 
facility.  Thank  you,  Ethel,  for  your  long 
service    to   the   profession! 

JAMES  FARRINGTON  is  the  new  Music 
Librarian   at   Wesleyan   University. 


DAWN  THISTLE  (Holy  Cross)  has 
recently  been  appointed  Publicity  Officer 
for    the  Music  Library  Association. 

ELIZABETH  (BETTIE)  ROSE,  formerly  of 
Boston  College,  has  been  appointed  Head 
Librarian  at  Pine  Manor  College,  Chestnut 
Hill,  Mass.  Her  address  is:  Annenberg 
Library,  Pine  Manor  College,  310  Heath 
Street,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167; 
telephone:       (617)    731-7083. 
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Harvard  University 

Edna  Kuhn  Loeb  Music  Library 

Music  Bldg.,  Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(6171-495-2794 

HOURS 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  a.m. -10  p.m. 
Fri.,Sat.  9  a.m. -5  p.m. 
Sun.  1  p.m. -9  p.m. 

STACKS 

Open  for  books  &  scores 

Closed  for  records  &  microforms 

PERSONNEL 

Michael  Ochs,  Librarian 

LarryG.  Mowers,  Associate  Librarian  and  Head.  Isham  Memorial  Library 

Robert  J.  Dennis,  Recorded  Sound  Lib. 

Florence  Lynch,  Cataloger 

David  L.  Schwarzkopf,  Public  Services  Super. 

John  B.  Howard,  Cataloging  Asst. 

Holly  E.  Mockovak,  Cataloging  Asst. 

Martha  B.  Fredrick,  Acquisitions  Asst. 

Eliza  Thomas,  Public  Services  Asst. 

Mary  Drew,  StafT  Asst. 

Eva  Shraiman,  Library  Asst. 

COLLECTION  STATISTICS 

32,500       Books,  Bound  Periodical  titles 

50.000       Score  titles 

34.000       Records  and  tapes 

9.250         Microform  titles 

STRENGTHS  OR  SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS 

Isham  Memorial  Library:  Microforms;  Merritt  Room:  Rare  books  and 

scores;  manuscripts. 

ACCESS 

Reference  and  listening  available  in  certain  cases.  Visitors  must  pre- 
sent a  letter  of  introduction.  Please  phone  in  advance  for  details. 

ILL 

Fee  $15.00.  Contact:  David  Schwarzkopf/Eliza  Thomas  (6171-495-2794. 
Materials  not  lendable:  Sound  recordings,  microforms,  rare  materials. 

NETWORK  MEMBERSHIP:  NELINET/OCLC 
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